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treaty of peace with Japan, and this failure had " evidently
made Japan feel doubtful" whether those plenipotentiaries
would really be appointed for the purpose. "Before any
question of an armistice is raised the President feels
strongly that this point should be settled by the naming of
plenipotentiaries with public instructions that they are ap-
pointed to conclude a treaty of peace, this conclusion of
course being subject to the ratification of the treaty by the
respective home governments."

Writing to Senator Knute Nelson of Minnesota, on the
same date that he made this appeal to Russia, the Presi-
dent revealed his uncertain state of mind about the final
outcome of his labors: "I have not an idea whether I can
or can not get peace between Eussia and Japan. I have
done my best. I have led the horses to water, but Heaven
only knows whether they will drink or start kicking one
another beside the trough."

A day later, June 24, 1905, he sent a letter to Charle-
magne Tower, American Ambassador at Berlin, which was
clearly designed to encourage the Kaiser to continue his
application of pressure to the Czar:

"I greatly appreciate the Kaiser's action. Whether we
can get the Japanese and Eussians to make peace I do not
know; but I hope you will personally tell the Kaiser how
much I value what he has done, and that in my judgment
it may be imperative to get his aid in order to make the
Czar conclude peace. I hope that the Japanese will be
moderate in what they ask, and I shall endeavor to make
them moderate; but it must be kept clearly in mind that
they are the victors; that their triumph has been complete
and overwhelming, and that they are entitled to demand
very substantial concessions as the price of peace. The
difficulty will come with Eussia, for she will find it hard to
make up her mind to give what it is entirely right and
proper that the Japanese should ask.''

Matters began to move a little faster now, but the Presi-
dent did not relax his efforts to expedite them. On June